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their mother that they had brought alms and she asked
them to share them among themselves. This is the fan-
tastic explanation given in the Mahabharata of the mar-
riage of the five brothers with a single woman. Nobody
would believe that a casual command given by mistake
would be obeyed so literally, nor is it likely that
Kunti would have said what she is made to say. Alms,
ordinarily, would be grain, and grain had to be cooked
before it could be partaken by the brothers. Other
explanations have also been given in the Mahabharata,
but are equally unsatisfying. A sentence, however, has
been preserved in the epic, a fossil as we have said
elsewhere, which gives a clue to the right solution of the
question. "This is our family custom," said Yudhish-
thira to the wavering king of the Panchalas, "and we do
not feel we are transgressing Dharma in following it.""
We shall have to return to this subject-in another place*